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Sustainable Paint Practices

Fine Arts

Helena Wadsley

The research into sustainable paint and sustainable painting practices gave us valuable
information regarding paint disposal, which has been implemented since the beginning
of the fall semester. Whereas painting students were dumping dissolved acrylic paint, or
polymer, down the drain, we have drastically reduced the amount of these micro-plastic
particles from entering the water system. Additionally, as there has always been some
concern regarding the health and safety of paint in the studio which has limited the type
of paint used, the research project allowed us to test other types of paint besides acrylic.
Tests were done to determine suitability for the course curricula, testing alternative paint
types to see if they could allow students to fulfill the learning objectives for the painting
courses offered at Langara. While testing, we noted whether the paint had strong
odours or any other characteristics that would imply they could affect the health of
students. Research was also done on pigments, different binding media, such as
casein, walnut oil and an emulsified linseed oil by consulting MSDS sheets. In
conclusion, the most versatile paint alternative to acrylic is a walnut-oil based paint. It is
made without solvent and has the ability to be worked with in the diversity of ways
demanded by the curricula. The other paints we experimented with, which were chosen
for their less toxic qualities, were not versatile enough to meet our needs or off-gassed
in ways that would have been difficult to tolerate. Thanks to Andrew Mosi from the
Chemistry Department, we successfully tested a process for separating paint waste
from water so that we could pour clean water back into the water system and take the
paint waste to a recycling station off-campus.


